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NNUMBERABLE as the sands upon
the seashore, the stars in the
Milky Way, are the myriads of
men whose blood has fertilized

every square inch of the knowa worild
throughout all the centuries of factional
and fratricidal strife, yet the tender
ties of comradeship engendered through
monthe of marching, campalgning and
camping together seem never to have
drawn even a half dozen survivors to-
gether In an organization for mutual
plemsure or practical benefit. Even the
Revolutionary patriots, those maimed
and battered wrecks of a young nation’s
war for righteous principles, went their
several ways to forgetfulness and the
grave, leaviog behind scant material
for history of times so rich in personal
herolsm, so magnificent in Individual
achlevements, #nd only the Soclety of
the Cincinnati left to perpetunlz thelr
DAMeS.

Some bistorian bhas gald that in glanc-

dng back at the history of wilitary instl-

tutions since the fall of the Roman Em-
pire it will be found that it divides it-
eelf naturally into four well defined pe-
riods. 1o the first or barbarous stage he
cltes the vast hordes of savages, for-
midable for theilr numbers. Second
comes the feudal perlod of vassal and
highly equipped knights and wmen-nt-
arms. The third period be refers to as
that of the “'standing army” idea, and
fourth and last, the “conscription™ pe-
riod.

Heroes and Patriots,

This historian stopped too soon, There
ig a fifth perlod, marking a Inurel wreath
epoch In the world's history, when men
rose to sublimest helghts In heroism
and voluntarily offered themselves a
patriotic sacrifice ypon the altar of
country. ‘

Of this fifth great period was born the
Grand Army of the Republic,

This “grand ormy” was led by no
barbarian chief, it was officered by tn

feudal lords, ng imperial Caesar directed
115 operations, and [t fought for ueither
king nor crown. It

night from the bone
g#lurdy new natlon-the men who turned
the wheels of Industry and Invited to
ablde with them that flekle dame, Pros-
perity., Educational lostitutions
their doors, pulpits gathered and
birds nestdd in the forge chimneys,
while the professor, preacher, and forge-
mster went forth at the simple call of
duty*:0 battle for free homes und iree
Institutions.
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Men Unused to Arms.

This grand army was officered largely
by men from its own ranks, whose nos-
trils the smoke of gunpowder had never
before saluted, and te whom military
tactics were Toltee. 118 pperations were
directed by a silent, taciturn tanner, who
wrote upon the blood-red horizon of the
rehellious South two immortal words,
“Unconditional Surrender®”* At the head

B. F. STEPHENSON, Founder.

of the matlon this grand army came
| forth to perpetuate was the great-heart-
| ed, homely rail-spjitter, the uncommon
|man of the common people, whose
| strong, tender hand took the helm of
,’slmo Just ns the first tldal wave of re-

| belllon dashed at his feet the debris of

! the Kansas-Nebraska controversy—State

Ie-n\'ﬁrl'igmy and the perpetuation of Af-
rican glavery. Once, long before, he had
sald In & masterly debate with Touglas
“I belleve this Government cannot en-
durg permanently, half slave and
free.”” He did not then dream that the
time would come when his own action
would prove the truth of his
prophecy,

The Grand Army of Peace.

From the grand army of war it gradu-
| ated Into the grand army of peace, and
it is this that we have with us today,

Commander-in-Chief Hartranft sald of
this army of peace:

“Our organization
loyalty te the country.
has oo political significance. Bovond
that it Is an assocliation of mer who
have participated In the same vimorles
and defeats, who have the same convic-
tions and hopes, common memories and
mutual sympathies. It {8 Intended to per-
petunte old friendships, to revive ald
memories, and for the mutual Support
and assistance of old comrades."

The First Veteran Society.

The first of these soclefles was the
Third Army Corps Unlon, organized at
the headquarters of General Birney, then
commanding the first division. An ex-
igency not met by the army regulations
rrnllc—d for this co-operative movement on
the part of the ofeers of the corps,
| Thelr leadlng motive, at the time, was

own
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S. A. HURLBUT,

SECOND,

SINTH

A. E. BURNSIDE,
AND SEVENTH.

SURVIVORS OF PATRIOT
VOLUNTEERS WHO GAVE

THEMSELVES

FOR SACRIFICE

ON THE ALTAR OF COUNTRY

to provide means to send home {or burial
the remalns of oMeers in the corps who
killed In battle, or who died in
camp or hospital; a motive that no
doubt appealed strongly every man
nmong them as he dwelt on the possi-
bility of dyin~ in the enemy’s country
and filling a nameless grave, It is In-
teresting to that this Arst socinl
alm of the soldlers~unifons was one al-
lied to the most tender and sacred feel-
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ings for home and friends, and one that |
| the

had In mind not only the natural wish of
the soldier to sleep hiz last sleep by
the side of his friends In peace, but also
the kindly purpose to mitigate the sor-
row of those left to mourn by glving
them the sad comfort of weeping over
their precious dead before he was hid-
den from thelr sight forever. The bond
of friendship thus solemnly sealed has
never been bhroken.

The second organization during the
war period was the Soclety of the Army

of the Tennessee. This soclely was

formed shortly before the disbanding urr
the army, but in anticipation of the
final muster-out. Naturally, its leading
fdea was patriotie commemoration, and
its stated objects, as far ms they went, |
wore {dentienl with those that afterward
becama the platform of that unlversal
brotherhood of veterans—the Grand
Army of the Republic. Seversl names
consplecuous in the Soclety of the Army
of the Tennessee are names !dentified
with the history of the Grand Army of
Hepuhlie through many eventful|
years—notably the names of Generals
Logan and Hurlbut, two of the most
honored and efficient commanders-in-
chief of the Grand Army.

This soclety, Ilke the Third Army
Corps Union at its outset, was com-
posed of officers only. The rank and file
while still in the field had no oppor- |
tunity for such extenslve conceried ae-
tlon as that poessible the commis-
sloned officers, but while formal action

o

was practically lmpossible, to the great
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S. I. CLARKSON,

THIRTY-FIRST,

mass of the soldiers the idea of com=
memorative reunions was omnipresent.
Major Stephenson nnd his companion-
In~arms, Chaplaln Rutledge, are the ac-
eredited foundeérs of the Grund Army of
the Republie, and n}l admit that (o
Majo téephenson’s enthusfasm tue or-
der owes Its first orgaoizatiop. Bat
perhaps it would 1o Say
that in any ogne spot alone are to be
foucd the germs of the ldea—a senli-
ment so general sprang into life in va=
rioua ways all through the army, Scme-
times it was narrowed within the coms
of a amall group of personal ac-
quaintances; sometimes the elrele ot
svinpathy expunded far enoughtto in-
clude a whole division or corps.
Usually, the central idea that nspired
these unions was the memory of a cer-
tain battle, or campaign, that had dig-
iinguished these men from thele fellow-
roliliers: and with the memory arose
the feeling that those who had suf-
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